News piece Goodyear

Headline: Goodyear prospers with the Lawton Advantage

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. produces more tires in Lawton than at any of its other North American facilities.

Goodyear arrived in Lawton in 1977, and it’s by no accident that they have remained here and expanded their Lawton plant several times.

“Our people do a great job. The work ethic is very strong,” Goodyear spokesman Jimmy Cagle said. “We call it the Lawton Advantage.”

Goodyear’s Lawton plant is the largest manufacturing plant in Oklahoma. The tire producer is the largest civilian employer in southwest Oklahoma with 2,400 employees plus another 350 contractors.

“Our relationships with state, county and city leaders is extremely strong,” Cagle said. “They are supportive of everything we try to do here.”
Goodyear has expanded its Lawton operation twice in the 21st century. The company added 500,000 square feet of floor space in a $250 million expansion in 2002-03. Another $150 million expansion was started in February 2010 to increase the floor space by 200,000 square feet.

Both expansions were necessary to build more larger sized tires that have become much more common in the 2000s. Goodyear now has 2.7 million square feet of floor space in Lawton.
Goodyear collaborates closely with the Great Plains Technology Center to develop training programs to meet the precise needs of the tire manufacturer.

Goodyear has produced 550 million tires in its 30-plus years in Lawton, where they make only radial passenger vehicle and light truck tires.

Goodyear makes tires for original equipment manufacturers that are shipped to Ford, General Motors, Chrysler, Mazda, Honda, Toyota, BMW and Mercedes Benz plants. The company also produces replacement tires sold at Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, Big O Tires, Sears and elsewhere. 

Goodyear is the largest contributor to the Lawton United Way with employees donating some $750,000 a year, amounting to about 40 percent of the community goal.

